
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The air sports center in 
Lucenec used to host different 
special forces clubs. For instance 
the Interessengemeinschaft 
Deutscher Fallschirmjaeger 
Reservisten, the Fallschirmsport 
Gruppe 273, or the World Musado 
Association.  This year one of the 
leading paratrooper organizations, 
the International Airborne Society 
from the USA.  It is independent 
and caters to military parachutists 
on active duty, reserves as well as 

veterans. Its membership numbers 
about 950 paratroopers from 5 
continents. It organizes 2-3 trips 
annually to different countries.  
Some of the more interesting 
nations are for example Honduras, 
El Salvador, Thailand, Russia, 
Israel, Jordan, and Poland.  The 
goal of the organization’s members 
is to assist in understanding and 
exchange among military 
paratroopers.  

The head of the 
organization is Sergeant, USAR 
Bernard G. Hasenbein, an 
excellent military parachute  

Letecké športové centrum v Lučenci počas 
predchảdzajúcich rokov privỉtalo rôzne európske
kluby vojenskỷch vỷsadkaróv. Naprỉklad 
International Airborne Travel, alebo
Interessengemeinschaft Deutscher
Fallschirmjäger Reservisten,
Fallschirmsportgruppe 273, či World Musado
Association. Tohto roku po prvỷ raz aj jeden z 
vỷznamnỷch zámorskỷch klubov International
Airborne Society z USA. Je nezávislỷ a združuje
vojenskỷch parašutistov v činnej službe, zálohe i 
v dôchodkovom veku. Jeho členskú základňu 
tvorỉ 950 záujemcov z piatich kontinentov, ktorỉ
ročne organizujú 2-3 vỷjazdy do rôznych krajỉn. 
Z tỷch zaujỉmavỷch menujme napr. Honduras,
Salvador, Thajsko, Rusko, Izrael, Jordánsko a 
Poľsko. Cieľom členov klubu je podporovať
porozumenie a vzájomnú vỷmenu skúsenostỉ
medzi vojenskỷmi parašutistami. 

Dušou klubu je seržant USAR Barnard G. 
Hasenbein, vỷbornỷ vojenskỷ inštruktor a 
inšpektor. Práve on priviedol v polovici júna do 
Lučenca 23 členov klubu z USA, Veľkej Británie, 
Grécka, Kanady a Nemecka. Najmladšỉm 
účastnỉkom pobytu bol kapitán Jeff Paolino (27),
skúsenỷ vojenskỷ a športovỷ parašutista, 
najstaršỉm nestarnúci prvỷ poručỉk Richard 
Masuch (76), ktorỷ prvé zoskoky absolvoval v
čase 2. svetovej vojny a dodnes nevynechal 

ani jeden rok bez 
nich. Doposiaľ 
skáče zásadne v 
uniforme a vo vỷ-
stroji, s ktorỷm 
začỉnal pred vyše 
päťdesiatimi 
rokmi. 

Skupinu tvo-
rilo veľa zaujỉ-
mavych ľudỉ. 
Trebárs plukov- 
nỉk Donald R. 
Strobaugh, ma-
jiteľ vari najroz-
siahlejšej zbierky 
vojenskỷch 
parašutistikỷch 
odznakov z ce-
lého sveta (vyše 
6800 kusov - a do 
kolekcie vraj 
chỷba už len málo 
exemplárov). 
Plukovnỉk USAR 
Gerald Q. 
Greenfield je zasa  
vỷbornỷ chirurg a účastnỉk mierovỷch misiỉ USA,

ktorỷ poskytoval lekársku pomoc
aj počas operácie Púštna búrka
v Kuvajte. Alebo špecialista 4.
triedy Joseph R. Hall... Vo
Vietname pri vỷbuchu mỉny
prišiel o obe nohy, no napriek
tomu naučil sa na protézach
nielen perfektne chodiť, ale stal
sa aj vynikajúcim parašutistom.
Doterajšỉch 190 zoskokov
dokazuje jeho silnú vôľu. 

Členovia klubu absolvovali
v Lučenci štyri zoskoky z An-2
na padákoch OVP-68 a s
neskrỷvanỷm obdivom sledovali
ukážky vỷcviku slovenskỷch
vỷsadkárov špeciálneho útvaru,
ktoré odborne kometoval
plukovnỉk Peter Švrlo z
Generálneho štábu Armády SR.
Jeden večer hostia venovali
posedeniu s predstaviteľmi
slovenskỷch vỷsadkovỷch
jednotiek a Klubu vojenskỷch
veteránov Slovenska. Prišiel aj
plk. v zálohe Michal Černák,
jeden zo zakladateľov čs.
vỷsadkovỷch jednotiek počas 2.
svetovej vojny vzahraničỉ.
Domnievam sa, že akcia bola
obojstranne   prospešná   a   že 

bude inšpiráciou aj pre ďalšie aerokluby, alebo
jednotky a kluby vojenskỷch vỷsadkárov.
Ďakujem zástupcom vỷsadkovỷch jednotiek
Armády SR, Klubu vojenskỷch veteránov
Slovenska a členom LSC Lučenec za pomoc.
Želanỉm amerického klubu IAS je zopakovať čo
najskôr takỷto pobyt na územỉ Slovenska a
Českej republiky. Dúfam, ze sa podarỉ.   

Ing. ANTON LỈŠKA 

INTERNATIONAL AIRBORNE SOCIETY V LUČENCI



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The air sports center in 

Lucenec used to host different 
special forces clubs. For instance 
the Interessengemeinschaft 
Deutscher Fallschirmjaeger 
Reservisten, the Fallschirmsport 
Gruppe 273, or the World Musado 
Association.  This year one of the 
leading paratrooper organizations, 
the International Airborne Society 
from the USA.  It is independent 
and caters to military parachutists 
on active duty, reserves as well as 
veterans. Its membership numbers 
about 950 paratroopers from 5 
continents. It organizes 2-3 trips 
annually to different countries.  
Some of the more interesting 
nations are for example Honduras, 
El Salvador, Thailand, Russia, 
Israel, Jordan, and Poland.  The 
goal of the organization’s members 
is to assist in understanding and 
exchange among military 
paratroopers.  
The head of the organization is 
Sergeant, USAR Bernard G. 
Hasenbein, an excellent military 
parachute instructor and rigger.  He 
was the one, who lead in the 
middle of June 23 members of the 
IAS organization to Lucenec.  They 
came from the USA, Great Britain, 
Greece, Canada, and Germany.  
The youngest of them was CPL 
Jeff Paolino (27) an experienced 
military and sport parachutist; the 
oldest, the forever young 1LT 
Richard Mascuch (76), who has 
made his first two jumps during the 
second world war and until today  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
hasn't missed jumping in any year.  
Until now he has been jumping 
principally in the uniform which he 
started in 50 years ago. 

There were lots of 
interesting people in the group. For 
example, Donald R. Strobaugh, the 
owner of maybe the largest 
collection of military parachutist 
badges from the whole world (more 
than 6800 pieces, and he says 
there are only a few pieces to 
complete the collection).  Colonel 
Gerald Q. Greenfield, an excellent 
surgeon, who participated in 
defense missions of the USA, 
offering his help during the 
operation Desert Storm in Kuwait.  
Also, Specialist 4th Class Joseph 
R. Hall. He has lost both his feet in 
a mine explosion in Vietnam, but 
despite of it he has learned not 
only to walk, but has become an 
excellent paratrooper with his 
artificial limbs.  His 190 jumps only 
prove his strong willpower. 
The members of the organization 
accomplished in Lucinec four 
jumps from the AN-2 aircraft with 
the OVP-68 parachute, and did not 
try to hide their admiration 
watching the demonstration of the 
training of one of the Slovak 
special forces groups, which was 
professionally narrated by Colonel 
Peter Svrlo from the General Staff 
of the Slovak Army.  The guests 
dedicated one evening to sit with 
the representatives of the Slovak 
Special Forces Group and the Club 
of Military Veterans in the Slovak 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
Republic.  Among this group was 
COL (Ret.) Michal Cernak, one of 
the founders of the Czechoslovak 
Special Forces Units in exile during 
the Second World War. 

The operation received 
positive ratings from both sides, 
and that is going to be an 
inspiration to the other aeroclubs or 
military special forces units and 
organizations.  Thanks to the 
representatives of the Slovak Army 
Special Forces, to the Club of 
Military Veterans, and to the 
members of the LSC Lucenec for 
all their help.  Our aspirations are 
that the International Airborne 
Society will soon be able to repeat 
this operation in the Slovak and 
Czech Republics. I hope they will 
be able to do it. 
 
Ing. LTC (Res) Anton Liska 
 
 

Translation from the Slovak language: 
Aviation & Cosmonautics (Czech / Slovak Aviation Magazine) No.17, Vol. 72, 1996 
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